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1. Greetings and Numbers (8] {EFIF)

. Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
R 4F ni hio Hello
U xié xie Thank you
I zai jian Good-bye

* y1 one
_ er two
= san three
Vg i four
il wu five
N it sSix
+ qi seven
J\ ba eight
Ju jiu nine
+ shi ten
T shi yi eleven
T shi er twelve
T = shi san thirteen
+ U shi si fourteen
+ N shi wu fifteen




YA shi lid sixteen
+ + shi qi seventeen
+ )\ shi ba eighteen
+ shi jitl nineteen
T ér shi twenty
= T san shi thirty
'y + si shi forty
H T wu shi fifty
N T liu shi sixty
+ + qi shi seventy
J\ + ba shi eighty
.+ jit shi ninety

. Basic strokes and stroke order (see Appendix)

—_—

—=. Numbers

Learning numbers in Chinese is really easy! Numbers above 10 are
simple to remember, you just say ‘--(ten)—(one)’ for 11, ‘-I-(ten) —(two)’
for 12, etc. For higher numbers, you say ‘—(two)--(ten)’ for 20, ‘=
(three)+(ten)’ for 30, etc. Therefore, * Fi.(five)+(ten) 75 (six)’ for 56, ‘L

(seven)-1(ten) /L (nine)’ for 79, etc.



Vocabulary list

2. Age (FEik%)

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
i ni you
=54 WO I
% sui years old
% dud lots, many
N da big
% K dud da how big

—_—

What is Chinglish?

Grammar—Asking and talking about age

Chinglish is formed by using Chinese grammatical structures in

English.

The word Chinglish is a mixture of the words “Chinese” and

“English”, making it Chinglish and tends to be used in a humorous.

To ask someone’s age: 1R% K ? (how old are you)

Chinglish:  You how big? — person + % X (how big)?

To talk about your age: 1+ —% . (I am 12 years old)

Chinglish: | twelve years old. — person + number + %/ (years old)




Vocabulary list

3. Name (&%)

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
fih, ta he
il ta she
i jiao to call (to be called)
A shén me what?

—_—

Grammar—Asking and talking about name

To ask someone’s name: fRIYff4 2 (What is your name?)

you are called what? — Subject + IY(call) + what?

To talk about your name: &MY Grace. (My name is Grace)

| am called Grace. — Subject + MY(call) + name

Verbs in Chinese are simple! Unlike other foreign languages you may

have studied, in Chinese the form of the verb stays the same whatever

the subject (he, she, you, etc). For example:

Iy TOM. (I am called TOM.)

iy TOM. (He is called TOM.)

In both sentences the verb HY stays the same




4, Family (XA\)

—. Vocabulary list

Character | Pinyin English Meaning
B ® ba ba dad
0 4 ma ma mum
| ar gé ge older brother
e jié jie older sister
% di di younger brother
oK IR mei mei younger sister
two
Wﬁ liang
(before a measure word)
most commonly used
A ge
measure word
K jia home/family
measure word for total
[ kou _
number of family
yil hé and,
H you to have
w a8 méi you not to have
A rén person/people




—. Grammar

e The use of ‘AI’

A1, which means ‘AND’, is only used between nouns. It is not used to
connect clauses or sentences in Chinese. Notice the difference:

BT GIY =dad and mum

#E 0 David, @@iEnY Jenny = Dad is called David, (and) mum is called
Jenny.

e The use of measure word ‘4>’

In Chinese, a measured must be used between a number and a noun. Such
as: number + measure word + noun

‘A~ is the most commonly used measure word. For example:

=/NEFEF (three elder brothers)

Three (number) + measure word ‘>’ + elder brother

—/Mklk (one younger sister).

One (number) + measure word “/>’ + younger sister

e The use of measure word ‘[’

‘17 is @ measure word which is used to describe the total number of
people in a family. “I1”° literally means ‘mouth’, so here it means the
number of mouths to feed. For example:

W HK A 7S (There are six people in my family).

Six (number) + measure word “I-1” + people



e The use of ‘P’ (two)

While ‘" (two) is used in counting or saying a number by itself, ‘P is

used to talk about an amount of something, such as:

Pi~EFEF (two elder brothers)

Pets (%)
—. Vocabulary list
Character | Pinyin | English Meaning
EJ niao bird
) gou dog
3‘&5 mao cat
gﬁ ¥ tu zi rabbit
/IZ\I i measure word for most
animals and birds
i yd fish
i shé snake
-4 fi40 measure word for long
thin animals
= ma question word
PN da big
2\ Xi%0 small




—_—

Grammar
Measure word ‘R > and ‘%’
The most common measure word used for animals and birds is ‘3,
such as ‘=R ¥ (three rabbits), ‘JL R & (nine birds). However,
‘2%’ is a measure word used for animals with a long thin body, or
some long thin things, such as ‘P4 2% f” (four fishes), ‘P 4cuE” (two
snakes)
The use of question word ‘1&g’
In Chinese, put the question word ‘"=’ at the end of the sentence to

turn it into a yes/no question. For example:

Statement Yes/no question
(LES i fih A A 2
He has a cat. Does he have cat?
A =R RT A = R 152
You have three rabbits. Do you have three rabbits?

To ask someone has or does not have something:
RFE X5 ? (Do you have dog?)
Chlinglish: You have dog?

Sb + A (have) + Sth + M (question word)?

PREA HIMS? (Don’t you have dog?)

Chinglish: You don’t have dog?

10




Sb + %% (not have) + Sth + H(question word)?
To answer these questions, the replier just repeats the sentence with verb
“F” (have) or ‘%A (not to have) and without the question word "9’

suchas: &AM (1 havedog). or F¥EAH (I don’t have dog).

6. Birthday (4£H)

—. Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
— A yi yue January
— F er yue February
= F san yue March
= si yue April
.k wu yue May
7N )= liu yue June
+t A gl yue July
J\ F ba yué August
IR E jiti yueé September
+ F shi yue October

+ — H shi yT yue November

+ = H shi ér yué December

H ri date; sun

11




H yue month; moon
£ H shéng ri birthday
K] de possessive word
e shi to be; yes
A R jin tian today
HH K ming tian tomorrow
WE K Zu6 tian yesterday
—. Grammar

Date format
Date format in Mandarin is ‘number+H (month)+number+H (day)’
In Chinese culture, people like to describe things from big to small.
Therefore, the date format will start form year to month, then day,
which is opposite way to the English date format. For example, 25"
May will be ‘7. H —- 7. H’ in Mandarin.
The use of verb ‘&’
- ‘&’ can be used as ‘“YES’, while the negative word ‘Az’
means NO, they are used to answer yes/no question. For example:
X EPRHIIE 2 (Is this your dog?)
&, XAERAIM. (Yes, this is my dog.)

A2, EARRIST. (No, this is not my dog.)

12




— Another meaning of /&’ can be translated into English as ‘to be’,

such as ‘is/am/are/be/been/being’ . For example:

SFRAFKMAEH . (Today is my birthday.)

K AZFFEF. (1 am elder brother.)

e The use of possessive word ‘F¢J’

In Chinese, the possessive is made by adding ‘fJ’ after the pronoun

(1, you, he, etc) or noun. For example:

(1) G (my) — FREIANE (my little cat)
iR (you) PRI (your) — REIKES (your big bird)
fit (he) fiy (his) — M %T (his rabbit)

= (dad) =) (dad’s) — e (dad’s fish)

¥y (dog) MR (dog’s) — MFIAEH (dog’s birthday)

Note: ‘['J” is often omitted where there is a close relationship, such as .

(M) 4H4H=my elder sister; 1(F¥7)2<=her family/home.

1.

—. Vocabulary list

Hobbies 1 (ZF 1)

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
1 H kan sha to read books
W 3%k ting yin yué to listen to music
NN mai dong xi to go shopping

13




X

shang wang

to surf the internet

AN bu negative word
5= If ai hao hobby

—

—. Grammar

e The use of negative word ‘A’

In Chinese, by adding the word ‘4’ in front of most verbs can turn

the sentence into a negative.

For example:

W& 5. (1 listen to music)

AW 7K. (1 don’t listen to music)

fth & 1. (He reads books)

fth A& 15. (He doesn’t read books)

LEVED /NI

(Mum goes shopping)

GHU AN SR,

(Mum doesn’t go shopping)

e Position of time words

In Chinese, time words are at the very beginning of a sentence or

straight after the subject. This is different from English, in which

the time words are often put at the end of the sentence. For example:

S RIBA KRG, or

A KT AT

(I am not going shopping today)

e To ask someone’s hobby

TREI R U A4

(What is your hobby?)

Chinglish: Your hobby is what?

Someone’s FIF(hobby) + is + what?

14




To answer this question, just repeat the sentence and change the

question word ‘4’ (what) into your answer. Such as:

W EL R .

8.

Vocabulary list

(My hobby is to read books.)

Hobbies 2 (ZF 2)

Character

Pinyin

English Meaning

A HR

kan dian ying

to watch films

A HAL

kan dian shi

to watch TV

LTSN RS

wan dian nao

to play computer

you xi games
bt 1gfk wan huéa ban to skateboard
= ¢ xi huan to like
=R Y bu xi huan to dislike
H yé also, too
e ne question word

—_—

Grammar

The use of ‘48’

The character ‘15" means ‘ALSO’ or “TOQ’. Its position is always

just before the verb in Chinese sentences — it is not as flexible as

English. For example:

15




R ENE B, (1 like watching films, too)
Chinglish: I also like watching film.
Sb + i (also, too) + verb + doing /to do Sth
e The use of question word ‘B¢’
The question word ‘W&’ can be used to ask reciprocal questions, also
known as "‘bounce back™ questions. ‘We’ can also be used to form
simple questions asking ‘what about...?" or "how about...?’
For example:
RIF 2 (How are you?)
WARLF, MRWE? (1 am fine, how about you?)
Chinglish: you how about?

Subject + Bg(how about) ?

9. Sports (ia3h)

—. Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin English Meaning

1& 5] yun dong sport
¥ S ER t z4 qid to play football
¥ 95K da lan qit to play basketball

¥ FeFePK | da ping pang it | to play table tennis

FT EK da wang qid to play tennis

16




Et@ﬁ pao bu to run
UK you ydng to swim
lﬁ shéi/shui who
/f:\ hui can
—. Grammar

The use of the question word “#’

The question word “#E” can be used at the beginning or end of a
guestion, wherever the answer to “WHO?’ is required. When you use
question words like this in Chinese, you don’t have to change the
word order as you do in English. You answer by taking out the

question word and replacing it with the answer. Such as:

fih 2 E? (Who is he?) fh IR EE. (He is my father.)

Chinglish: He is who? — Sb + is + ##(who)?

WEEXWCE 157 (Who likes reading?) | F = XWE 5. | like reading.

Chinglish: Who likes reading? — #(who) + verb + doing/to do Sth

The use of ‘&’

The verb ‘&’ (can) refers to a skill rather than being physically able
to do something. To make the negative, you just put ‘A4~’(negative
word) in front of ‘2’ to make ‘N4’ (can’t). For example:

WA SATHERR, AP ek,

My elder brother can play basketball. He can’t play football.

17




10. Days of the week (£ 3#A)

Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin English Meaning
= 1 Xing qi week
EEE/f, — Xing g1 yi Monday
EH xing qi er Tuesday

B = xing qi san Wednesday
E%,Jé Vg Xing qi si Thursday
E%,Jé +H Xing qi wu Friday
FHE N xing qi liv Saturday
Ezi,ﬁ H/K | xing qi ri/tian Sunday
—. Grammar
e Days of the week

It is easy to remember the days of the week in Mandarin. From

Monday to  Saturday, you just put the numbers after ‘23’ (week),

such as ‘& —" (Monday),

‘B (Tuesday), etc. However,

Sunday in Mandarin will be ‘EXIH" or ‘EHiR’ because it is the

‘Day of the Sun (H)".

18




11. School subjects (Z#})

—. Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
7 zhong wén Chinese
gL ying wén English
% f3 wén French
il dé wén German
y S = ké xué science
) = shu xué maths
I 5 li shi history
b P di i geography
N t yu PE
= IR yin yué music
= Xué Xxiao school

R ke lesson

Grammar

The use of question word /14’

— Question word ‘414 is usually put at the end of the sentence and

means ‘WHAT?’, such as the grammar learned in Hobbies 1 — to

ask someone’s hobby.

— Sometimes a noun (such as ‘person’, ‘pet’, ‘book’, ‘lesson’, etc)

19




follows it to specify the question. For example:

PREWA4? | What do you like? (The answer could be anything)

P | What lesson do you like? (The answer must be a lesson)

A
WREWHCFIE. | | like maths. (It is one of the possible answers)

12.  Time (i a])

—. Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin | English Meaning
=) dian o’clock; dot
N fen minute; separate
T ban half
JL ji how many/much
JL K ji dian what time
i, T'jE xian zai now
4 shang wtl morning
~ 4 xia wi afternoon
7 jié a measure for lessons
—. Grammar

e The use of ‘J1’
‘JL” means ‘HOW MANY?’ or ‘HOW MUCH’. It is always used

with a measure word and when expecting a low number (10 or less) in

20




reply. Its place in a question depends on where the answer is going to

be. For example:

Q: S REMJL? A SREM=,
What day of the week is it today? It is Wednesday today.
Q: A JLAM? A T =R
How many cats you have? | have three cats.

To ask current time
PILE L A2 (What time is it now?)

Chinglish: Now what time?

© PUAEJL5? (What time is it now?) | A: BILZE =52, (It is 3:30)

Chinglish — Now what time? Chinglish — Now 3:30

The order of time words

The order of time words in a Chinese sentence is always from the
least specific (the month, the day of the week, etc.) to the most
specific (the time). In short, it is from big to small. For example:
WEM ="M —5f TR,

Chinglish: — | Wednesday afternoon 1:00 have Mandarin lesson.
Measure word “F5”

‘57 is the measure word for section of bamboo, sugarcane, branch
of tree, etc. It also is the measure word for carriage of train (as it

looks like a section of bamboo). ‘75 is a measure word for lessons

21




because every lesson takes a period of time and those lessons are in

sequences like sections of bamboo.

13. Timetable (B E]38)

—. Vocabulary list

Character Pinyin English Meaning
i men plural word
- shang xué to go to school
i = fang xué to finish school

—. Grammar

e Making plural pronouns

To make plural pronouns in Chinese, you just need to add plural

word ‘47’ to the singular pronoun. Such as:

Singular | #& (1) R (you) |4 fitr (she)
Plural AT (we) | RAT (you) | HBATT (they) 4] (they)

(all male or mixed) | (all female)

22



—. Vocabulary list

14. Class (BEZ)

Character Pinyin English Meaning
E nan male
58 ni female
A xué shéng student
Pt ban class
%= /b dué shio how many/much
—. Grammar

e To ask how many students in the class

TRITHER 2 /(351 ) A7

How many (male/female) students are there in your class?

Chinglish—Your class has how many (male/female) students?

15.

—. Vocabulary list

Nationality (E£%)

Character Pinyin English Meaning
guo country
[ zhong gud China
e [H ying gud Britain
% E fa guod France




1l dé guod Germany
1 zai to be located; in, on, at
7 chi to eat
TR wi fan lunch
—. Grammar
e Nationality

In Chinese, you just put ‘A’ (human/person) after your country’s

name to say your nationality. For example:

HE A China + person = Chinese
CAEIPN Britain + person = British
EIPN France + person = French
fEE A Germany + person = German

e The use of ‘7’

- “f£’ means ‘to be located (in, on, at)’. For example:
BAEFE. (1amin China)
Chinglish: I in China— Sb + FE(in) + Somewhere

— The sentence can be extended as someone in somewhere to do
something. For example:
RAEFE2E] . (1am studying in China)
Chinglish: I in China study.

— Sb + #E(in) + Somewhere + to do sth
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Radical
Definition:
Radicals are part of Chinese characters which can give you clues about

the meaning of the character.

Number of strokes / Positions in
Radical Examples
meaning character
ni ta xita ti pu
2 / person left
f /p W, fin k. b
. 2 / speech left ltin shud jidng tdn yu
v P i, L W, % IE
d hua chd ying vyda
+ 3 / grass, plant to o e e
/g ’p p E‘) %) ﬁ%) ’ ﬂ:
chi hé jido ting hao
[ 3 / mouth left, to
/ P v, |, W, W, B
dd ba la ban zhua
3/ hand left ,
g / LB B B, N
. jia bdo an z1 fu zai
7 3/ roof to N I
/ p %‘Q ’ A ﬁ, ?5 EI:E!7 T(
. hé zhi xi hai méi
p 3 / water left . . . . .
{ / SRR S
mao gou lang
Z| 3 /do left
8 .M, R
di chdng chéng chén
+ 3 / earth, left, base
/ W, B, W, 4
. zh¢ bian hdai  jin
3 /to walk left
— / %, b, E, i,

25



http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Radicals/Person.swf�
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Radicals/Speech.swf�
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http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Radicals/Go.swf�

3 /women

left

wh, W, W, W

4 [/ wood, tree

left, top, base

cin xidng jia lin tido

i AP P P NI

4 / day, sun

left, top, base

shi ming zudé =zdo qing

i, B, e, R, HE

5 / field

top, base, left

nan lei jie wei

%5, A 7 R

7 / foot

left

lU t1T pao tiao ju

H, B, #1, Bk, B
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Basic Rules for writing Chinese
characters

Basic strokes

1. The horizontal stroke is written from left to right.

%

ek,

2. The vertical stroke is written from the top downward.

|

3. The downward stroke to the left is written from top-right to bottom-left.

)

4. The downward stroke to the right is written from top-left to bottom-right.

N

5. The dot is usually written from the top to the bottom-right. Sometimes it is
written from the top to the bottom-left.

3 2

6. The stroke with a hook: the hook is written by lifting the pen quickly as you
approach the end of the hook.

—p/

7. The upward stroke to the right is written from bottom-left to top-right.

{/

8. The horizontal stroke with a downward turn is written first from left to right and
then downward.

:71



9. The vertical stroke with a horizontal turn to the right is written first from the top
downward and then horizontally to the right.

10. The horizontal stroke with a downward turn and hook is written first from left
to right, then downward, and finally a turn is made toward the top-left by quickly
lifting the pen to make the hook.

11. The vertical stroke with a right turn and a hook is written first from the top
downward, then toward the right. Finally, an upward turn is added by quickly lifting
the pen to make the hook.

12. The horizontal stroke with a turn to the bottom-left is written first from left to
right and then toward the bottom-left.

Basic rules for stroke order

1. A horizontal stroke precedes a vertical stroke or a downward stroke either to the
left or to the right.

shi : 1) — 2)'}‘
dan R 1) 2):‘ 3)}‘ 4)}(



3. The strokes are usually written from the top down.

lin 7N 1) 2) T 3) 7 4 I~
yin  5: 1) 2) 3) 4) =
5 ¢ o0 & 7 &

4. The strokes are usually written from left to right.

a ) 2 )l
shén  f1: 1) / 2) ’{ 3) /f/ 4) /f+

5. When strokes are enclosed by another stroke or strokes on the top-right, top-left,
or left-top-right sides (that is, with an open bottom), the enclosing strokes usually
precede the enclosed strokes.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

ying M: 1) 7) N B AR B SER-| N SO WY XY

xi 1 ] 2] 3 7]
wg @: 0] 2] 9] oF] sF] eF

6. When strokes are enclosed by another stroke or strokes on the bottom-left, or left-
bottom-right sides (that is, with an open top), the enclosed strokes usually precede
the enclosing strokes.

zhe iX: 1) 2)> 3)5’ 4)5( 5)5‘( 6) IX
7 =] E3)

hua [H: 1) 2) ) 3)

7. When strokes are enclosed by other strokes on all four sides, the strokes on the
left, top and right sides are written first, then the enclosed strokes, and finally the
stroke at the bottom. This is commonly described as “putting everything inside before
the door is closed”.

ma H: 1) | 1T 3 Fl 4 H 5 F

ym Bl 21 sl 9P s o H
8. Avertical stroke in the middle usually precedes strokes on either side.

xao /1) ] 24] 3 4]

shui  7K: 1) J 2) 7J 3) 7]’ 4) 7J(

9. If a vertical stroke in the middle crosses other strokes, it is usually written last.

zhong H: 1) R ) ‘:P

feng  F: 1) ) &= 3 = 4)$
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